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**All students must circle 6 choices. If a student requires Developmental or Intensive Reading as part of 
their academic curriculum, those classes will automatically replace one of the options chosen by the 
student. 

Elective Offerings at JFK Middle 2026-2027 

 

ACADEMIC ELECTIVES 

Budgeting, Investing, & Financial Literacy (T30/T31) - This middle school course builds essential money 
management skills by introducing students to budgeting, investing, and financial literacy concepts 
through real-life examples. Students will learn how to create and maintain a budget, track income and 
expenses, and make smart decisions about saving and spending. The course also explores basic 
banking, credit and debt, and how financial choices can impact future goals. Students will be introduced 
to fundamentals of investing, including risk vs. reward, types of investments, and the importance of 
long-term planning. Through hands-on activities, simulations, and projects, students will develop the 
confidence and skills needed to make responsible financial decisions now and in the future. 

Creative Writing (A46, A47, A48) - This course aims to enable students to learn and use writing and 
language skills for creative expression in various literary forms. Emphasis will be on the development of a 
personal writing style. Students will learn writing for varied purposes and in varied genres, which may 
include personal and dramatic narratives, various poetic forms, plays and multimedia productions, multi-
genre and creative nonfiction selections, and digital writing platforms. (Open to all grades) (Annual) 

Fashion Theory & Research (N45) Students will study the history of fashion to understand how it evolved 
over time. This class will explore creativity in fashion throughout history from European History to American 
History, from colonial to modern times. Students will have the opportunity to recreate some looks to 
associate historical events and how fashion played an important role throughout history in society. (Open 
to 6th & 7th grade students) (Annual) 

Law Studies (L07/L17) - Law Studies is an exciting middle school course that explores how laws are 
made, why they matter, and how they impact people’s everyday lives through the strands of Geography, 
Civics, and Government. Students learn about the purpose of law, the role of citizens, civil and criminal 
laws, and how the American legal system is organized to create order and protect rights. Through 
debates, mock trials, and interactive activities, students build strong speaking and critical thinking skills 
while learning about justice procedures and the differences between the juvenile and adult justice 
systems. Students also examine real and high-interest cases and investigations, such as the 
McDonald’s coffee case and major business lawsuits, to see how legal decisions affect society. Using 
historical inquiry and primary and secondary sources, students analyze evidence, investigate causes 
and effects of crime, and explore careers in law and criminal justice. (Open to 6th & 7th grade only) 
(Annual) 

Office Aide (APPLICATION REQUIRED) (X01) (Open to grades 7 and 8 only)-Students will assist various 
administrative tasks in the school office. This course helps students develop essential office skills and 
prepares them for future clerical work or other professional environments. Some common responsibilities 
include collecting, filing, and delivering documents, and interacting with visitors at the front counter and on 
the telephone. Students must possess effective oral and written communication skills, have basic computer 
skills, and be prepared to demonstrate professionalism and proper workplace etiquette. Additionally, student 
candidates must have a minimum of a 3.0 or higher GPA, have no failing grades, and no discipline referrals. 
(Open to 7th and 8th grade only) (Annual) 

School Newsletter & Yearbook - This middle school course gives students the opportunity to create and 
publish the school newsletter and yearbook while developing strong communication and leadership 
skills. Students learn the fundamentals of journalism, including interviewing, writing, editing, and 
reporting on school events and student achievements. They also build design and production skills by 



using digital tools to create layouts, organize content, and produce polished publications for the school 
community. Throughout the course, students work collaboratively to meet deadlines, manage 
responsibilities, and maintain accuracy and professionalism in their work. By the end of the course, 
students will have created real publications that showcase school pride, student voice, and lasting 
memories. 

Sports History (P01)/Virtual Travel - This full-year middle school course offers students an engaging two-
part exploration of the world through culture and athletics. In the first semester, students participate in virtual 
travel by exploring countries and regions around the globe through digital tours, maps, landmarks, 
traditions, and global issues. Students will compare cultures, learn basic geography skills, and reflect on 
how history and environment shape the way people live. In the second semester, students study sports 
history by examining the origins and evolution of major sports, influential athletes, and historic moments 
that shaped society. Throughout the course, students will complete projects and presentations that 
strengthen research, critical thinking, and a deeper appreciation for the diverse world around them. (Open 
to all grades) (Annual)  

FOREIGN LANGUAGE (FLVS) 

FLVS Beginning Middle Grades Spanish (X05/X15) – Using the FLVS online platform, students will learn 
how to communicate effectively. At the same time, we will have fun discovering the diverse cuisines and 
traditions of various countries. Get ready for a fun-filled learning adventure! (Open to grades 6 and 7 
only) (Annual) 

FLVS Spanish 1 (HIGH SCHOOL COURSE) (APPLICATION REQUIRED) (X02/X12) - Using the FLVS 
online platform, students will immerse themselves in the beauty of the Spanish Language and the richness 
of its diverse cultures. En the Spanish I course; students will learn basic grammar and vocabulary skills to 
help build fluency and Language proficiency. Students will explore the culture of Spanish-speaking 
countries through engaging interactive games, videos, and audio recordings and apply what they learn 
through written practice, listening and speaking exercises. (Open to grades 7 and 8 only) (Annual) 

FLVS Spanish 2 (HIGH SCHOOL COURSE) (APPLICATION REQUIRED) (X09/X19) - Using the FLVS 
online platform, students who have already successfully completed high school level SPANISH 1, will 
immerse themselves on a journey towards Spanish fluency! Along this language path, they will explore 
facets of their home life, daily routine, health, cherished memories, travel must-haves, and visions of career 
plans. They will gain the skills to talk about their life—past, present, and future—and increase their 
conversational expertise. Along the way, they will meet Spanish-speakers from around the world to gain 
their perspectives on unique cultural traditions, pastimes, and celebrations and explore the bustling cities, 
astonishing architecture, wonders of nature, and vibrant colors of their diverse countries.  (Open to grades 
7 and 8 only) (Annual) 

FLVS French 1 (HIGH SCHOOL COURSE) - (APPLICATION REQUIRED) (X03/X13) - Using the FLVS 
online platform, students will learn the basic French language. Students will be able to engage in short 
conversations in French, including greeting people, introducing themselves, and exchanging basic 
information with others about school, family, friends, food, shopping, house* activities, and the city, 
Students will also explore the cultures of France and francophone Europe by learning about the 
geography, foods, celebrations, and traditions from each place. Bon Voyage! Enjoy the trip! (Open to 
grades 7 and 8 only) (Annual) 

FLVS French 2 (HIGH SCHOOL COURSE) - (APPLICATION REQUIRED) (X10/X11) - Using the FLVS 
online platform, students who have already successfully completed high school level FRENCH 1, will 
reinforce the fundamental skills they acquired in French 1, and increase their listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing skills in French. Like many French explorers, they too, will set sail and visit the 
French territories overseas and learn about the geography, foods, homes, celebrations, and traditions 
from each place. While continuing their journey as a French pioneer, they will be able to exchange 
information with others about their home, family, activities, life habits, traveling, and future plans.  

 
 



FLVS American Sign Language 1 (HIGH SCHOOL COURSE) - (APPLICATION REQUIRED) (X04/X14) 
Using the FLVS online platform, students will jump-start their American Sign Language journey by 
learning the basics of this visual language and exploring the Deaf culture Students should prepare to 
broaden their communication concept through connections and comparisons to their culture and 
community. (Open to grades 7 and 8 only) (Annual) 

FLVS American Sign Language 2 (HIGH SCHOOL COURSE) - (APPLICATION REQUIRED) (X12/X13) 
Using the FLVS online platform, students who have already successfully completed high school level 
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 1, will continue their journey through the vibrant worlds of EARth and EYEth. 
It’s time to take their American Sign Language skills to the next level! In this course, they will meet three 
friends: Rebecca, Erica, and Benjamin (who is Deaf), as they navigate their first year of high school. 
Students will follow their daily adventures. Along the way students will learn to express their routines, sign 
about their family, give a review of a restaurant, tell about their healthy habits, and talk about their weekend 
getaways and your dream vacation. Students will make stops along the way to broaden their understanding 
of Deaf culture and its rich history and compare it with their own culture.   
 
**IF YOU HAVE COMPLETED ANY LANGUAGE LEVELS 1 AND 2 AND NEED LEVEL 3 – PLEASE SEE 
DR. ROSENBLATT 

Information Technology 

Computer Applications in Business & Career Planning (T04/T08) – This course introduces students to the 
world of entrepreneurship and how technology is used to start and run a business. Students will explore 
business concepts such as budgeting, marketing, and financial decision-making while learning essential 
computer skills. They will use Microsoft Office programs like Word, Excel, and PowerPoint to complete 
real-world business projects. Throughout the course, students will develop problem-solving skills, explore 
career opportunities, and even design their own business ideas. By the end of the course, they will have a 
strong foundation in both technology and entrepreneurship, preparing them for future success. (Open to 
all grades) (Annual) 

Emerging Technologies: AI, Robotics, and Immersive Media (T06/T07) - This is a dynamic middle school 
course that introduces students to cutting-edge tools shaping the future of work and innovation. Aligned to 
CTE pathways in Information Technology, Digital Media/Interactive Media, and Game, Simulation, and 
Animation Programming, students explore how technology is designed, programmed, and used to solve 
real-world problems. Students will learn foundational concepts in artificial intelligence, robotics, coding, and 
digital design while building hands-on projects that promote creativity and problem-solving. Through 
interactive labs and collaborative challenges, students will experiment with immersive media such as virtual 
reality, simulation environments, and basic game development principles. By the end of the course, 
students will develop technical skills, digital citizenship awareness, and career connections that prepare 
them for advanced CTE opportunities in high school and beyond. (Open to grades 6 and 7 only) (Annual) 

 Advanced Intelligent Systems & Robotics - This is a hands-on middle school course that introduces 
students to the exciting world of smart machines, automation, and problem-solving through technology. 
Aligned to CTE pathways in Information Technology–Artificial Intelligence, Engineering & Technology 
Education, and Robotics and Automation Technology, students explore how intelligent systems are 
designed, programmed, and improved to perform real-world tasks. Students will learn core concepts such 
as coding, sensors, machine learning basics, and mechanical design while building and testing robotic 
systems. Through interactive labs and team-based challenges, students practice engineering design 
processes, troubleshooting, and data-driven decision-making. By the end of the course, students will 
develop technical skills, collaboration habits, and career awareness to support future success in advanced 
STEM and CTE pathways. To take this course you must have already taken a technology course with Mr. 
Simons in grades 6 or 7. (Open to grades 7 and 8 only) (Annual) 

Graphic Design/Web Design (N29/N30) - This course introduces students to the exciting world of digital 
design and website creation. Students will learn how to create eye-catching graphics, explore design 
principles like color and layout, and use industry-standard software. They will also be introduced to basic 
web design using HTML and CSS to build simple websites. Projects will include logo design, digital 
illustrations, and interactive web pages. By the end of the course, students will have a creative portfolio 
showcasing their work and a strong foundation in design and technology.  (Open to all grades) (Annual 



VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS ELECTIVES 

Exploring Two-Dimensional Art (Art 1) (N26/N27) - Students explore media and techniques used to create 
a variety of 2-D artworks through developing drawing, painting, printmaking, and collage  Students 
practice, sketch, and manipulate the structural elements of art. Investigating artworks from Western and 
non-Western cultures provides a means for students to expand their understanding and appreciation of the 
role of art in global culture. Student artists use an art criticism process to evaluate, explain, and measure 
artistic growth in person or group works. This course incorporates hands-on activities and the consumption 
of art materials. (Open to all grades) (Annual) 

Creative Canvas: Intermediate 2D Studio (ART 2) (N30/N31) – APPLICATION REQUIRED - Students 
refine techniques used to create a variety of two-dimensional (2D) artworks through developing skills in 
drawing, painting, printmaking, and collages. Students manipulate the structural elements of art to promote 
creative risk-taking in 2D artwork. Investigating artworks from Western and non-Western cultures provides 
a means for students to expand their understanding and appreciation of the role of art in global culture. 
Student artists use an art criticism process to explain, and measure artistic growth in personal or 
group works. This course incorporates hands-on activities and the consumption of art materials. To 
participate in this course, you must have successfully completed Art 1 and receive approval from Mr. Dantus. 
(Open to grades 7 & 8 only) (Annual) 

Next Level Art: Advanced Studio Art Lab (Art 3) (N32/N33) – APPLICATION REQUIRED - Students extend 
to an advanced level techniques used to create a variety of 2-D artworks through developing skills in 
drawing, painting, printmaking, and collage. Students proficiently manipulate the structural elements of art 
with increasing independence to promote creative risk-taking in 2-D artwork. Investigation of artworks from 
Western and non-Western cultures provides a means for students to expand their understanding and 
appreciation of the role of art in global culture. Student artists use an art criticism process to evaluate, 
explain, and measure artistic growth in personal or group work. This course incorporates hands-on activities 
and consumption of art materials. To participate in this course, you must have successfully completed Art 1 
and 2 and receive approval from Mr. Dantus. (Open to grade 8 only) (Annual) 

Chorus (M05) - Students will develop beginning vocal technique and skills, critical and creative thinking 
skills, and an appreciation of music from around the world and through time. Public performances may 
serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or 
participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and assess 
learning in the classroom. (Open to all grades) (Annual) 

Cricut Design Space and Crafting (N39)- In the Cricut Design segment of this course, students explore 
various hands-on projects and  students to turn their designs and ideas into real creations. Students get 
to use their creativity to create something new and unique. They can express themselves through their 
work and bring their ideas to life Students have created T-shirts. greeting cards, stickers, personalized 
mugs, and more. In the Crafting Design segment of this course, students can unleash their creativity and 
express their happiness, love, and taste through art. This course will aid in nurturing complex skills and 
handcraft techniques such as crocheting balloon art, knitting, and more. (Open to grade 6 only) (Annual) 

Music History & Appreciation (M01) - This full-year middle school music course is designed as a two-part 
experience that builds students’ understanding and enjoyment of music. In the first semester, students 
explore music history by learning how music has evolved across different time periods, cultures, and 
genres, while connecting major events and innovations to the sounds of each era. Students will listen to, 
discuss, and compare influential composers, artists, and musical traditions from around the world. In the 
second semester, students focus on music appreciation by developing listening skills, identifying musical 
elements (such as rhythm, melody, harmony, and form), and describing how music communicates 
emotion and meaning. Throughout the course, students will participate in engaging activities, projects, 
and reflections that strengthen critical thinking, creativity, and a lifelong appreciation for music. (Open to 
all grades) (Annual) 

 



Theater (T03) This exciting theater course teaches students the basic principles of acting on stage while 
building confidence, creativity, and self-expression. Students will bring stories to life through fun 
performances, improv, character work, and dramatic scenes that keep the class lively and engaging. In 
addition to performing, students will also get hands-on experience working backstage with roles like props, 
costumes, sets, lights, and sound. Along the way, students will learn actor techniques that strengthen public 
speaking skills, encourage personal growth, and help relieve stress and anxiety. Get ready to shine—
because the spotlight is waiting for YOU! 🎭✨ (Open to grades 7 and 8 only) (Annual) 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Physical Education (P16/26. P17/27, P18/28) This course provides instruction and guidance to students 
on physical health, development, proper nutrition and sports participation. (Open to all grades) (Annual) 

MAGNET ELECTIVES 

Students in the magnet MUST choose the options below as one of their choices (grade dependent): 

Grade 6 Introduction to Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (R19/R20)  - The purpose of this course 
is to assist students in making informed decisions regarding their future career goals and to provide 
information regarding careers in the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resource career cluster.  The content 
includes but is not limited to agricultural literacy, importance of agriculture, the role of science, math, reading, 
writing, geography, history, and technology in agriculture, plant and animal science, and sources of 
consumer goods from agriculture. (Open to Grade 6 Magnet only) (Annual) 

 

Grade 7 - Explorations of Technology (R21/R22) - In the Exploration of Engineering and Technology and 
Exploration of Production and Technology courses, students actively participate in collaborative team 
projects centered around mechanical design. These projects span various subjects such as construction, 
motion planning, mobile mechanisms, kinematics, inverse kinematics, sensors, autonomous movement] 
programming, and flight. Additionally, students engage in hands-on coding experiences, utilizing RobotC to 
program their Vex IQ robot and Python to create their own video game. The primary goal of these classes 
is to demystify STEM fields and showcase that Science, Technology  and Math can be both 
enjoyable and creative pursuits. (Open to Grade 7 Magnet only) (Annual) 

 
Grade 8 - – Introduction to Health Science Career Pathways (R23) - The content of this course includes but 
is not limited to a broad overview of the Health Science career cluster, including terminology, careers, 
history, required skills, and technologies associated with each pathway in the Health Science career cluster. 
This course will help students in making informed decisions regarding their future academic and 
occupational goals and to provide information regarding careers in the Health Science career cluster. 
Instruction and learning activities are provided in a laboratory setting using hands-on experiences with the 
equipment, materials and technology appropriate to the course content and in accordance with current 
practices. Participants will gain a depth of knowledge and differentiate between epidemic and pandemic, 
understanding the importance of the immune system. (Open to Grade 8 Magnet only) (Annual) 


